[Plasmid heterogeneity in populations of Yersinia pestis strains].
Yersinia pestis strains with the typical plasmid patterns were shown to have the heterogenic populations. Heterogeneity is increased by cultivation passages in artificial nutrient media and is manifested in plasmid elimination within several clones, plasmid integration into the chromosome, appearance of auxiliary plasmids or the ones with increased molecular masses. Passages of strains in experimental animals result in populations homogeneity with the typical plasmid patterns within all clones tested. The clones having changed the plasmid content and selected from heterogenic populations pertain their properties when cultivated in nutrient media and passaged in experimental animals.